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architect creates home for his most demanding clients: himself and his wife

a home of one’s own
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When asked what qualities he was hoping to

include in the design of his own home, Stowe-

based architect Ernie Ruskey quickly rattled them off:

“Simple, efficient, and suitable.” He paused for a

beat and added, “But not too simple. I wanted a

home with a twist; something beyond the basic rec-

tilinear box-like houses that so many modernist archi-

tects have created.”

From the minute a visitor drives up to Ruskey’s and

his wife Laurie’s home off Randolph Road, several

miles north of Stowe, it’s clear he’s achieved his

vision. Even at first glance it’s obvious that the

3,400-square-foot house is eminently suitable for—

and sympathetic to—its gently sloping, tree-filled lot. 

“Every good design begins with careful siting,” said

Ruskey, as he greeted me outside the three-story

home that looks snugly nestled, or anchored, into its

wooded lot. He pointed to the garage, which is

neatly, inconspicuously tucked away from the home

itself and half-buried into the hillside lot. “That was

a response from the land itself. We didn’t alter this

landscape very much.”
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In another nod to the topography, Ruskey designed the house as a long, rela-
tively narrow wedge, which helps it blend into the contours of the hillside and
also allows for long-distance, westerly views. “It was important to me to fit the
house into the landscape instead of merely placing it atop it,” he explained. “I’m
influenced by the Japanese aesthetic that holds a house should be married to the
landscape.”

Once inside the home, the cleverness of the wedge design begins to reveal it-
self. At its entry point, where there’s a mudroom and a bathroom, the house is
18 feet wide. However, at the far end of the house, where the dining room cum
great room is situated, the home is 24 feet wide. “The wedge design grew out of
the idea that you don’t need all this room when you first enter the house but
welcome it as you move through to the more public part of the house,” said
Ruskey, owner of Stowe’s Tektonika Studio Architects.

As we walked into the open-plan main floor, Ruskey explained that the
wedge design was often used in Renaissance times to give an altered perspec-
tive to spaces that often were not even. “There’s something interesting about
walking into a space that’s slightly skewed, where things are continually ex-
panding. It’s not static or boring like a box.”

By adding increasingly larger win-
dows along the front wall, he helped to
add a subtle sense of movement to the
design. Said Laurie, “Many first-time
visitors stop, look around and say,
‘There’s something going on here’ or
‘This doesn’t seem quite right,’ until
they figure it out.”

The home’s interior design is as mini-
mal as it is elegant. In an effort to help
“bring the outside in,” the couple chose a
natural palette, opting for clear-finished
maple floors, Vermont marble counter-
tops, sliced granite accent tiles behind a
Danish Morso wood-burning stove,
stainless steel, and lots of blues and
grays. “We wanted the colors to be 
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